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ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO STEVENAGE...
No prizes, but still secure in the L&SC Second Section for another year.
The annual trip to the ‘Area’ contest at Stevenage this year was something

Excellent solo Cornet yet again though! Perhaps a notch under on tempo in

met with some intrepidation for some of the Band. Entering the contest on 23

the finale to try and bring out the detail and colour, again highlights a few

points put us in a decidedly pricarious position with regard to progression, with

areas of concern, but it’s generally tight playing.

a real risk in a number of years of dropping into the Third Section. With a

account with no player or MD leaving anything to chance. Plenty of detail

piece like Jonathan Bates’ “Ex Terrra Lucem”, the skill was in making the music

and ensemble tightness, just slightly marred by a few moments of insecurity.”

sound musical, digging out the details in articulation and dynamics and,
essentially, ‘singing from the same hymn sheet’.
although this did not come through in the live performance.

Some stalwarts of the Band may remember an Area contest some years
ago with William Alwyn’s

The test piece was not a universal hit with all members of the Band,

“The Moor of Venice”

The recording

in which the band

shows some moments of clear definition in performance, and not a

performed favourably,

performance to be ashamed of.

securing a first place in

Composer Jonathan Bates, who was present at the L&SC Area this year

the second section, an

commented on twitter “Mainly secure opening movement with a few

invitation to the

uncomfortable moments of tuning and togetherness, but on the whole a well

National Finals in

driven and paced start.

Preston and promotion

The band really risk those lower dynamics and

achieve them well! Solo lines as a result feel a little nervy and exposed.

Overall: a full blooded

to the first section.
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CENTENARY...

So, what happened in
1919?

the purchase of a set of musical
instruments and a railway strike, the first
rehearsal of the Tilbury Railwaymen’s
1919 saw the signing of the Treaty of Band was held in [what we believe to be]
Versailles, a historic document which the Daisy Field in Tilbury.
officially ended hostilities of the 1914-18
war (although the ceasefire had existed
since the Armistice Day - 11th November,
1918). Felix the cat made his debut as the
cartoon critter and back at home, Save the
Children Fund was established. It was also
saw the birth of choral composer and
conductor Sir David Willcocks as well as
musicians Pete Seeger and Tennessee Ernie
Ford.
Like all years, history will not paint
1919 in a completely positive light and in
an ever changing post-war world, the
United States began enacting the laws of
prohibition, which would see illegal
brewing, importing and sale of alcoholic
beverages, and bringing to more active use
the phrase “bootlegging”. It was also the
year the German Workers’ Party was
founded, which would eventually become
the Nazi party, ending a twenty-year cease
fire and bringing the world back into war.

Meanwhile back in Essex...
An industrious group of workers from
the railway, who were members of the
National Union of Railwaymen, decided
that a great recreational activity for the
men (and yes, it was just the men in those
days) would be to establish a Brass Band.
And so, following a number of meetings,

100th Anniversary Concert
We are really proud to hold
our Centenary Celebrations
in the London International
Cruise Terminal - the
building to which the
original Tilbury Station
(Riverside) is attached, and
the home of the NUR Branch
which brought the Band into
existence. A huge thank you
to owners Forth Ports who
are allowing use of the
premises free of charge!

Tilbury
Fort Station
(Riverside)
circa 1900
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Residents of the town were so
supportive of the Band that the word
“Railwaymen” was dropped from the
Band’s name and, as was common at the
time, the name changed to “Tilbury Town
Silver Prize Band”. The Band started to
encourage male membership from the
Town, with a Ladies Section appearing
later on, to provide refreshments for the
gentlemen of the Band. Although the Band
started to admit ladies some time into the
future, the Ladies’ Section itself only
disappeared in the 2000s formally, when
the male membership made it more
appropriate to refer to the group as the
Fundraising Section.

Sumer Is Icumen In...
Well, maybe not quite, but Summer is
upon us, and this year we have a plethora of
engagements mounting up, as well as an
Entertainments Contest at The Hawth Theatre
in Crawley.

With the sad demise of Becontree Brass
Band, we have gained a link with the Bethnal
Green Museum of Childhood (now owned by
the Victoria & Albert Museum), which sees a
St. George’s Day linked engagement on
Saturday 21st April with a small ensemble, and
the ongoing potential of other engagements.
The Band will also be performing again at
Brentwood Ursuline accompanying the School

JOB LIST
This Summer is definately the
craziest for quite some time.
Below is a non-exhaustive list
of the some of the
engagements on the Horizon.

Choir; this may feel a less important
engagement but pays better than most of the
Bandstand engagements booked this year!

Mon 23 April
Brentwood Ursuline School
arrive by 7:30pm

With nineteen separate engagements
before the end of the Summer Season, it is
important to make sure that Andrea is kept

Sat 5 May
Priory Park, Southend-onSea (Brass & Perc Academy)
arrive by 2:30pm

informed with availability for engagements; this
will make sure that deputies can be booked, as
necessary for forthcoming engagements.

As

we are all aware, the Band is frequently run on
a ‘shoe-string’ budget, and the revenue from
Summer Engagements and Christmas
Carolling is eﬀectively what the Band is run on.

Sat 21 April
Bethnal Green Museum of
Childhood
arrive at 12 noon

This year will see our second Founders’
Day concert, this year on the 29th September,
the actual 99th Anniversary of the Band’s first
rehearsal. This will mark the countdown to our
Tilbury Band 100 Celebration. Please make
sure this date is in your diary, and if you have
any memories of the Band to share (including
photos, recordings, video or ciné footage),
please speak to Band Archivist, Greg White or
email memories@tilburyband.co.uk.

Sun 6 May
Castle Park, Colchester
arrive by 2:30pm
Sun 20 May
S|C|A|B|A Ents Contest at
The Hawth, Crawley
Sun 27 May
Corpus Christi Chelmsford
arrive by 2:30pm
Sun 3 Jun
Corpus Christi, Leigh
arrive by 3:30pm
Sun 10 Jun
Central Park, Dartford
arrive by 1:30pm
Sat 30 Jun
Great Burstead Fete
Timings TBC
Sat 7 Jul
Film Concert @ Tilbury
Community Centre
doors at 7pm
Sun 15 Jul
Priory Park, Southend
arrive by 2:30pm
Wed 25 Jul
Westminster Abbey Gardens
arrive by 12 noon

Summer
Lollipops
Appearing
Again...

Sun 26 Aug
Deal Memorial Bandstand
arrive by 2pm
For the most up to date list
of engagements, please refer
to the Band Website
www.tilburyband.com.
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MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT...
... a warm welcome to the incoming Committee and volunteer army
This year’s Annual General Meeting was a countdown to our one hundredth anniversary...
more positive affair than in previous years.

Our incoming committee and officers for

Reports were presented and discussions were had

2018-19 are as follows... Robert Nunnery

regarding the Area result, Band finances and a

(President), Brian Martin (Chairman), Garry Bristow

number of other areas resulting from the reports.

(Treasurer), Andrea Lewis (Secretary), Sarah White

What was not expected was a wave of new

(Assistant Secretary), Greg White (Librarian & Band

members to help with the running of our Band into

Archivist), Paul Carver (Property Master), Steve

the coming year.

Band Committees are not Johnston (Band Manager) and Eamon Williams,

glamourous things; they do, in the words of our

Robert Rowe, Greg Evans (Non Commissioned

Chairman “get a free cup of tea at meetings” but Officers). With a strong raft of new members, let’s
with the loss of three members from our ranks, it

hope the Band goes from strength to strength in

was genuinely positive to see new members with 2018.
new ideas join the ranks as we approach the

SAD NEWS as another local brass band is unable to continue...
This week we discovered that, following an
EGM, local band Northfleet Brass have folded.
Following on from a similar announcement in
December from Becontree Brass Band, which
saw them close their doors at the end of 2017.
Northfleet Silver Band was founded in 1878
(ten years before Thurrock saw it’s first Brass
Band with Grays Temperance Band). By 1931 the
Band had around 35 members and success was
coming. They had performed at London’s famed
Crystal Palace and soon became L&SC
champions. Before the outbreak of WWII, they
performed a live concert at Alexandra Palace,
which was broadcast live on BBC Radio. Another
radio performance was scheduled for 3rd
September, 1939 although due to the outbreak of
war (on that very day) the performance was
understandably cancelled.
During WWII a band was formed in the 17th
Regiment Home Guard where a number of
musicians from Northfleet and Swanscombe

Mouthpiece Rebooted:
You might remember reading our little
newsletter some time ago; it’s been a
while since The Mouthpiece was
produced, but we thought it was time for
a comeback. This newsletter will be
produced as a quarterly, and distributed
to Band Membership electronically, with

Bands, who were in reserved occupations, played
under the baton of Fred Garth. This continued
until the ‘ourbreak of peace’, when the original
bands were reformed.
Unfortunately, as is
predicatable, a number of members of the band
had been lost in the hostilities.
The Band continued to run in the post-war
years, rehearsing in the Factory Hall where the
band also performed a number of concerts.
Rehearsals then moved to the nearby Veterans'
Hall
In more recent times, the band enjoyed
success. In 2016 they were promoted to the
Championship Section under the directorship of
Melvin White. The band performed at the Area
Contest in 2017 and were joined by Matthew
Stein, principal cornet of the Wellington Brass
Band, NZ, in the seat of guest principal cornet.
With falling numbers in attendance at
rehearsals, and a withdrawal from the 2018 Area
Contest in Stevenage, rumours were circulating
last incarnation of The Mouthpiece was
retired as stories were not forthcoming.
Please help us to keep The Mouthpiece
going this time, by sharing stories and
photographs. You can do this by leaving
the in the hall, posting to FaceBook or
emailing mouthpiece@tilburyband.co.uk.

regarding whether or not the band would
continue. Then, following a number of cancelled
rehearsals, an EGM was called which called to an
end Northfleet Brass after 140 years.

Over the years many of us have played with
our friends over the water. We are all sad to see
another member of the Brass Band Fraternity
disappear.

THE MOUTHPIECE
Tilbury Band HQ
99-101 Dock Road
Tilbury
Essex
RM18 7BX
mouthpiece@tilburyband.co.uk

paper copies being kept in the Hall. The
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